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D e a r  C o l l e a g u e s  a n d  F r i e n d s ,

I t  h a s  b e e n  q u i t e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d
p e r s o n a l  m i l e s t o n e  t o  s e r v e  a s  y o u r
p r e s i d e n t  o v e r  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  F o r  m a n y
y e a r s ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  f o r  D e n t a l
E t h i c s  h a s  p r o u d l y  h o s t e d  a  s u m m e r
b o a r d  m e e t i n g  o p e n  t o  o u r  e n t i r e
m e m b e r s h i p — a  t r a d i t i o n  r o o t e d  i n
t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  s h a r e d
p u r p o s e .  L a s t  y e a r ,  w e  r e i g n i t e d  o u r
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o f f e r i n g s  w i t h  T h e
T r u t h  A b o u t  V e r a c i t y ,  a  t i m e l y  a n d
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  s e s s i o n  t h a t  r e m i n d e d
u s  o f  t h e  e n d u r i n g  r e l e v a n c e  o f  e t h i c a l
c l a r i t y .  T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  b u i l t  u p o n  t h a t
m o m e n t u m  w i t h  a  d e e p e r ,  m o r e  u r g e n t
f o c u s :  j u s t i c e  i n  d e n t a l  e t h i c s .  A t  t h i s
p i v o t a l  m o m e n t ,  w e  m u s t  a s k — w h a t  d o e s
a n  e t h i c a l l y  g r o u n d e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
j u s t i c e  o f f e r  t h e  o r a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s ?
O u r  2 0 2 5  s e s s i o n  m a r k e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
o f  a  y e a r - l o n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n t o  e t h i c a l
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n
t o  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e ,  e l d e r  a n d  d i s a b i l i t y
c a r e ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  e t h i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s
i n  s h a p i n g  p o l i c y  a n d  a d v o c a c y .  T h i s  i s
n o t  j u s t  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n — i t  i s  a  c a l l  t o
a c t i o n .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e
o u r  w o r k  a n d  r o l e  a s  a  h o m e  f o r  t h o s e
s e e k i n g  t o  a s k  t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  e t h i c a l
q u e s t i o n s ,  t h a t  i n  m a n y  w a y s ,  s h a p e  a n d
g u i d e  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n s  a s  a  w h o l e .  A S D E
r e m a i n s  a  v i t a l  s a f e  s p a c e  f o r  e d u c a t o r s
a n d  c l i n i c i a n s  a l i k e ,  a i m i n g  t o  d o  a l l  t h e
g o o d  w e  c a n ,  w h i l e  w e  c a n .

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

A s  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d ,  o u r  w o r k  r e m a i n s  a n c h o r e d  i n  A S D E ’ s  m i s s i o n  a n d  t h r e e - f o l d  p u r p o s e :  t o
u p h o l d  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  h o n o r  i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  t o  s u p p o r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  i n  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e
p u b l i c ,  a n d  t o  f o s t e r  t h o u g h t f u l ,  s c h o l a r l y  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  e t h i c a l  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  o u r  f i e l d .
B u t  w e  m u s t  a l s o  e x p a n d  o u r  l e n s .  W e  h a v e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  e t h i c a l  d u t y  t o  a s k  o u r s e l v e s :
h o w  d o  w e  d e f i n e  o r a l  h e a l t h  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  h o w  d o  w e  e n s u r e  p u b l i c  t r u s t —
e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  m a r g i n i z a l e d — i n  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  o r a l  h e a l t h  c a r e ?
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  d e m a n d  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  e n g a g e m e n t ,  c o u r a g e o u s  d i a l o g u e ,  a n d  a
r e c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e t h i c s  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  d e l i v e r y  o f  o r a l
h e a l t h c a r e .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w a l k i n g  t h i s  p a t h  w i t h  y o u .

C a r l o s  S t r i n g e r  S m i t h ,  D D S ,  M D i v ,  F A C D
P r e s i d e n t ,  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  D e n t a l  E t h i c s
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M E E T  O U R  P R E S I D E N T
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  f o r  D e n t a l  E t h i c s  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6  P r e s i d e n t  C a r l o s  S m i t h  i s  t h e
A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  o f  E t h i c s  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  a n d  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a n d  P o l i c y  a t  V i r g i n i a  C o m m o n w e a l t h
U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  D e n t i s t r y .  H a v i n g  t r a v e l e d  a  u n i q u e  j o u r n e y ,  h i s  a c a d e m i c
a n d  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n c l u d e  a c t i v e  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  g e n e r a l  d e n t i s t r y  i n
r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s ,  c o r p o r a t e  d e n t i s t r y ,  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  m i l i t a r y
r e a d i n e s s  a n d  a c a d e m i c  f a c u l t y  p r a c t i c e .  A n  o r d a i n e d  c l e r g y ,  h e  c o m p l e t e d
c l i n i c a l  p a s t o r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  c a r e  a n d  c r i s i s  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  f a m i l i e s  o f
c a r d i a c  p e d i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s .  H e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s
o f  t h e  A c a d e m y  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  H e a l t h  C a r e ,  a n d  t h e  l o n e  d e n t i s t  o n  t h e
C V S  H e a l t h  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  E q u i t y  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .  S m i t h  r e m a i n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
c l i n i c a l  c a r e ,  c o n t i n u i n g  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  V C U  D e n t a l  F a c u l t y  P r a c t i c e .
H i s  f a c u l t y  r o l e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  b e i n g  a  g r o u p  p r a c t i c e  l e a d e r ,  c o u r s e  d i r e c t o r ,
a n d  c o - a d v i s o r  t o  v a r i o u s  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S t u d e n t  N a t i o n a l  D e n t a l
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  A l i g n e d  a n d  A l l i e d .
 
A  p r o f i c i e n t  s c h o l a r  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t o r ,  h e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  p e e r
r e v i e w e d  a r t i c l e s  o r  b o o k  c h a p t e r s ,  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  i n v i t e d  l e c t u r e s
a n d  m o r e  t h a n  2 5  p e e r  r e v i e w e d  n a t i o n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e
p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  o n  a  f e d e r a l l y  f u n d e d  d e n t a l  f a c u l t y  l o a n  r e p a y m e n t
p r o g r a m  o f  n e a r l y  $ 1 . 2  m i l l i o n .  R e c e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n c l u d e s  l e a d  o r  c o -
a u t h o r s h i p  f o u r  a r t i c l e s  i n  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  o r a l  h e a l t h  e d u c a t i o n
c l i m a t e  s t u d y ,  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  M a y  2 0 2 5  i s s u e  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  D e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n .
S m i t h  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  c o n c e p t u a l l y  r e i m a g i n i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  t o  i n c l u d e  a
c l e a r  f o c u s  o n  c l i n i c a l  a n d  t e a m  m e m b e r  w e l l b e i n g ;  a n d  i s  m o s t  p r o u d  t o
c o n t i n u e  s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  e x p a n d s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  c l i n i c a l  a n d  p r i n c i p a l
e t h i c s  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  t o  s y s t e m i c  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  b y  e m b e d d i n g
j u s t i c e ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  a w a r e n e s s  i n t o  e v e r y  l a y e r  o f  e t h i c a l
a n a l y s i s .

D r .  S m i t h  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a t
a n  A D E A  c o n f e r e n c e
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D r .  S m i t h  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  e n j o y i n g
t h e  r o l l e r  c o a s t e r s  a t  C e d a r  P o i n t

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/19307837


Q & A  W I T H  D R .  C A R L O S  S M I T H
 

W H A T  I N S P I R E D  Y O U  T O  P U R S U E
D E N T I S T R Y  I N  T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E ?

F r o m  m y  e a r l i e s t  m e m o r i e s  I  a l w a y s
w a n t e d  t o  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n
h e a l t h c a r e .  M y  o l d e r  s i s t e r ’ s
o r t h o d o n t i s t ,  D r .  R i c h a r d  B o y d ,  w a s
r e a l l y  m y  f i r s t  r e a l  e x p o s u r e  t o
d e n t i s t r y  o u t s i d e  o f  m y  o w n
c h i l d h o o d  d e n t i s t .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  D r .
B o y d  a n d  I  w e r e  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e
A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s
t o g e t h e r  i n  H a w a i i  i n  2 0 1 8 .  

W H O  H A S  B E E N  A  S I G N I F I C A N T
I N F L U E N C E  I N  Y O U R  L I F E

O U T S I D E  O F  D E N T I S T R Y ,  A N D
H O W  H A V E  T H E Y  S H A P E D  W H O

Y O U  A R E  T O D A Y ?

M y  f a m i l y  h a s  h a d  t h e  m o s t  p r o f o u n d
i m p a c t  o n  m e .  M y  p a r e n t s  a r e  c o l l e g e
s w e e t h e a r t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  m a r r i e d  f o r
m o r e  t h a n  5 4  y e a r s  a n d  r a i s e d  m y
s i s t e r  a n d  I  i n  C o l u m b i a ,  S C  w i t h
s t r o n g  f a m i l i a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t .
V e r y  m u c h  e n j o y i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  t h e s e
d a y s ,  m y  m o t h e r  w a s  a  4 0  y e a r  c i v i l
s e r v a n t  r e t i r i n g  a s  a  c o m p t r o l l e r  f o r
t h e  A r m y  a n d  m y  D a d  r e t i r e d  a s  a
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a s s o c i a t e
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  w a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  f o r
m u c h  o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d .  A  p o w e r f u l
c a d r e  o f  a u n t s  a n d  u n c l e s ,  c l o s e  f a m i l y
f r i e n d s ,  a  r o b u s t  c h u r c h  c o m m u n i t y
a n d  b o t h  o f  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r s  w e r e  a l l
h i g h l y  f o r m a t i v e  i n  w h o  I  a m  a n d
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e .

C A N  Y O U  S H A R E  W H A T  D R E W
Y O U  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  T O W A R D

E T H I C S  I N  D E N T I S T R Y ?

I  r e a l l y  f e l l  i n t o  i t  i n  m a n y  w a y s .  I
c o m e  f r o m  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  b o t h
e d u c a t o r s  a n d  c l e r g y ,  s o  p u r s u i n g
f o r m a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l
e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  M D i v  d e g r e e  a t
D u k e  i n i t i a l l y  w a s  s i m p l y  f o r  m y  o w n
e d i f i c a t i o n .  P a r t  o f  t h a t  t i m e  w a s
s p e c i f i c  e t h i c s  e d u c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s
e v e n  i n t e r n i n g  a s  a n  i n t e r f a i t h
h o s p i t a l  c h a p l a i n .  A g a i n ,  a l l  w h i l e
p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t r y  i n  a  r u r a l
c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  c e n t e r .  I t  r e a l l y
a l i g n e d  w i t h  m y  n a t u r a l  h u m a n i t i e s
b e n t  w h i l e  a l s o  e l e v a t i n g  t h e
h u m a n i s t i c  s i d e  o f  o r a l  h e a l t h  c a r e
d e l i v e r y .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  s o m e o n e
w h o  a s k e d  l a r g e ,  b r o a d ,  p r i n c i p l e -
b a s e d  a n d  m i s s i o n - o r i e n t e d  q u e s t i o n s .
E t h i c s  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  p l a c e  f o r  t h a t !  

W H A T  D O  Y O U  S E E  A S  T H E
G R E A T E S T  E T H I C A L  C H A L L E N G E

F A C I N G  D E N T I S T R Y  T O D A Y ?

W e  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a n  a g e  w h e r e  t r u s t  i n
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a n d  s c i e n c e
a s  a  w h o l e  i s  e r o d i n g .  W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  h e a l t h c a r e  a t  l a r g e
c o u l d  b e  q u e s t i o n e d  a r o u n d  l a p s e s  i n
t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t r u s t
i n  t h o s e  w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  i s  v e r y  c e n t r a l
f o r  m e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e
r e m a i n s  a  h u g e  c h a l l e n g e ,  a l o n g  t h o s e
l i n e s ,  I  f o r  o n e  t h i n k  t h e  o r a l  h e a l t h
c o m m u n i t y  m u s t  f a c e  h e a d  o n  t h e
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  o u r  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l
c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  o u r  e t h i c a l  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s .  W h i l e  t h a t
t e n s i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  e x i s t e d ,  I  b e l i e v e
t h e  c o n t r a s t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e c o m e
m o r e  s t a r k .  

P A G E  4



C O U L D  Y O U  S H A R E  A  P R O U D
P R O F E S S I O N A L  M O M E N T  O R

M I L E S T O N E  T H A T  S T A N D S  O U T
T O  Y O U ?

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o m e n t s  a n d
m i l e s t o n e s  I ’ m  p r o u d  o f … t w o  s t a n d
o u t ,  o n e ,  I  w i l l  a l w a y s  c h e r i s h  a  h a n d -
w r i t t e n  n o t e  f r o m  o n e  o f  m y  f o r m e r
s t u d e n t s  w h o  n o t e d  t h a t  I  w a s  “ t h e
o n l y  b r i g h t  s p o t  i n  t h e  s e a  o f
d a r k n e s s  t h a t  i s  d e n t a l  s c h o o l . ”  W h i l e
a  b i t  d a r k ,  i t  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  c o r e  o f
w h o  I  a m  a n d  w h y  I  e n t e r e d
a c a d e m i c s .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  n a m e ,  i n  t h i s
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  m o m e n t ,  t h a t
t h i s  s t u d e n t  w a s  a  y o u n g  w h i t e  m a l e .  I
n a m e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e
f a c e d  s o m e  s c r u t i n y  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  o r
m o r e  s o  p r e s u m p t i o n s  t h a t  I  a m  a
“ d e a n  f o r  B l a c k  s t u d e n t s ”  w h i c h  i s
a b s u r d .  M y  g o a l  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  t o
p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t o
h a v e  i m p a c t .  I m p a c t  t h a t  l e a v e s
w h a t e v e r  s p a c e  I ’ m  i n  b e t t e r  t h a n  I
f o u n d  i t .  

W H A T  R O L E  D O  Y O U  T H I N K
E T H I C S  E D U C A T I O N  S H O U L D  P L A Y

I N  D E N T A L  S C H O O L S  T O D A Y ?

D e n t a l  s c h o o l s  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d o n e  a
f a n t a s t i c  j o b  i n  t e a c h i n g  a n d  c u l t i v a t i n g
t h e  s k i l l s  f o r  o p t i m a l  t e c h n i c a l
p r o f i c i e n c y .  T h e  l i n e  a n g l e s ,  s e e i n g
u n d e r c u t s ,  e x c a v a t i n g  c a r i e s ,  e v e n
c o n c e p t s  o f  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t a t i v e
c a r e  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  h a l l m a r k s  o f  d e n t a l
e d u c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e t h i c a l  d u t y
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  t h a t  i s  p a r t  a n d
p a r c e l  o f  w h o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h
t h e  p u b l i c  c o m p e l s  u s  t o  b e  o f t e n  t a k e s
a  b a c k  s e a t .  M o r e o v e r ,  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s
s o m e  n o t i o n  t h a t  e t h i c s  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  w o u l d  s i m p l y  j u s t  c o m e
a b o u t  o r  b e c a u s e  a l u m n i  a n d  f a c u l t y
r o l e  m o d e l  i t ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  p i c k  u p  t h e
s o - c a l l e d  m a n t l e  c a r r y i n g  i t  f o r w a r d .
E t h i c s  i s  t r u l y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  w h o  w e
a r e  a s  d o c t o r s ,  h e a l e r s ,  c l i n i c i a n s  a n d
m o r e .  W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  n e e d  m o r e  e t h i c s
e d u c a t i o n ,  n o t  l e s s .  

D O  Y O U  T H I N K  E T H I C S  I N  D E N T I S T R Y  I S  E V O L V I N G  F A S T  E N O U G H  T O
M E E T  N E W  C H A L L E N G E S  ( T E C H N O L O G Y ,  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E ,  P A T I E N T

E X P E C T A T I O N S ) ?

Y e s  a n d  n o .  I  t h i n k  e t h i c s  w i l l  a l s o  c e n t e r  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a n d  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  t h a t
b y  d e f i n i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l  a n d  i n s i g h t f u l  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s ,  w h i c h  m a y  n o t
m o v e  a t  a  p a c e  d e s i r e d  b y  a l l .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m a n y  o f  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  a c r o s s  t h e
w i d e r  f i e l d  o f  b i o e t h i c s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a s k i n g  p e r t i n e n t  a n d  r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s .  ( I ’ d
e n c o u r a g e  r e a d i n g  t h i s  p i e c e  -  R a y ,  K .  ( 2 0 2 5 ) .  B i o e t h i c s ’  I d e n t i t y  C r i s i s :  A r e  W e
A s k i n g  I t  t o  B e  W h a t  I t  I s  N o t ?  T h e  A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  o f  B i o e t h i c s ,  2 5 ( 5 ) ,  4 – 5 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 1 5 2 6 5 1 6 1 . 2 0 2 5 . 2 4 8 9 2 6 8 )

W H A T  I S  O N E  P I E C E  O F  W I S D O M  Y O U  A L W A Y S  H O P E  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S  C A R R Y  W I T H
T H E M  A F T E R  L E A V I N G  Y O U R  C L A S S R O O M ?

W h i l e  d e n t a l  s c h o o l  i s  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  a c a d e m i c a l l y  r i g o r o u s  t i m e ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a
b e a u t i f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e  g o o d  p a r t s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  v a r i o u s
f a c u l t y  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r ,  c o u p l e  t h e m  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  f o r m  o p t i m a l  p r a c t i c e
p h i l o s o p h i e s  a l i g n i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  v a l u e s  a n d  d e s i r e s .  
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S T R E N G T H E N I N G  E T H I C S  A N D  L E A D E R S H I P :  

A S D E  A C D  L I A I S O N  U P D A T E

The American College of Dentists (ACD) continues to advance the goals of its 2024–2029 Strategic Plan, which
emphasizes evolving leadership in oral health, creating value for future leaders, developing resources, elevating
communication and outreach, strengthening diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging (DEIB), and ensuring
financial sustainability through responsible stewardship. Read the full plan here.
Updates

Website Refresh: ASDE leaders, members of the ACD Education and Professional Development Committee,
and ACD staff have begun work to refresh the dentalethics.org website. Plans include updating current
content and developing virtual courses and presentations.

New Module: ASDE recently partnered with ACD to create a module on the revised Ethics Handbook for
Dentistry. This resource—currently being finalized—will help practitioners and educators better understand
the ACD Core Values and apply ethical decision-making in practice. Additional modules are in development.

Revised Ethics Handbook for Dentistry (2024): The ACD updated and published the revised edition of the
Ethics Handbook for Dentistry in 2024. We encourage all dental professionals to review this important
resource as it reflects the current ethical framework guiding the profession. ASDE members involved in the
revision of the handbook included Josh Bussard, Nanette Elster, Toni Roucka, Catherine Frankl Sarkis, and
Pamela Zarkowski.How to Access the Handbook:

1.Go to dentalethics.org.
2.Navigate to the “Resources” section.
3.Locate and download the Ethics Handbook for Dentistry.

1.
The ACD Board of Regents has worked diligently to identify candidates for Fellowship consideration.
Approximately 400 individuals were nominated this year. It is important to note that membership in the
American Society for Dental Ethics (ASDE) does not require being an ACD Fellow.

We encourage dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants, educators, researchers, and industry partners to
become members of ASDE. ASDE is a diverse community of professionals with expertise in dental ethics and
professionalism, supporting dental education, professional societies, and practitioners. Learn more about
membership here.

Upcoming Meetings and Programs
ACD Annual Meeting: October 23–24, 2025 in Washington, DC. We look forward to seeing ASDE members at
the ACD Annual Meeting. We also encourage all attendees—both ASDE members and ACD Fellows—to join
us for the ASDE program The Truth About Veracity will be presented on Thursday, October 24, 1:00–4:00
pm by Catherine Frankl Sarkis, Carlos Smith, and Pamela Zarkowski.

Recognition and Publications
ASDE President Carlos Smith and President-Elect Catherine Frankl Sarkis were highlighted in the Summer
2025 issue of ACD News.

ASDE members continue to contribute to the Quarterly Ethics Column in AGD Impact. If you are
interested in submitting a case study, please contact Pamela Zarkowski at zarkowp1@udmercy.edu. This is a
meaningful opportunity to share insights into the ethical challenges dentists face in practice/

I am honored to serve as the ASDE Liaison to the ACD Board of Regents and welcome your comments and
questions.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Zarkowski, JD, MPH, FACD
ASDE Liaison to ACD Board Of Regents
September 2025
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T H E  C U R I O U S  T R I L O C A T I O N  O F  T H E  O R I G I N
O F  T H E  T E R M  B I O E T H I C S

T h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  b i o e t h i c s  i s  u b i q u i t o u s
i n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  e t h i c s  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  g i v e n  i t s
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l i v e r y .
W h e t h e r  w e  e m p l o y  i t  i n  g u i d i n g  u s  a t
c h a i r s i d e  w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  e t h i c a l
d i l e m m a s  o r  d e v e l o p i n g  p o l i c y  o n  a
g r a n d e r  s c a l e ,  w e  r e l y  o n  b i o e t h i c s  t o
g u i d e  u s  i n  e t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .
T y p i c a l l y ,  w e  h e a r k e n  b a c k  t o  o u r  e t h i c s
l e c t u r e s  a n d  r e c a l l  t h e  s e m i n a l  t e x t  o f
T o m  B e a u c h a m p  a n d  J a m e s  C h i l d r e s s ,
P r i n c i p l e s  o f  B i o m e d i c a l  E t h i c s  ( c u r r e n t l y
i n  i t  8  e d i t i o n ) ,  a s  w e  e m p l o y  t h e  t h e i r
m i d - l e v e l  e t h i c a l  m o d e l ,  p r i n c i p l i s m .  

t h

M a n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e n ’ t  a w a r e  t h a t
b i o e t h i c s  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  i t e r a t i o n .
T h e  t e r m  b i o e t h i c s  b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e
l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ’ s ,  a n d  m o s t
a t t a c h  i t  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  a r o s e  f r o m
m e d i c a l  e t h i c s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ’ s  u n d e r
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  D u t c h  p h y s i c i a n  A n d r e
H e l l e g e r s  a t  t h e  K e n n e d y  I n s t i t u t e ,
G e o r g e t o w n  U n i v e r s i t y .  A  s e c o n d ,
u n r e l a t e d  v e r s i o n  a r o s e  c o n c o m i t a n t l y ,  a t
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n ,  M a d i s o n ,  b y
o n c o l o g y  r e s e a r c h e r ,  V a n  R e n s s e l a e r
P o t t e r .  

T h e  b i o e t h i c s  w e  k n o w ,  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e
t h e  p r e p o t e n t  v e r s i o n ,  a s  i t  p r o m i s e d  a
m o v e m e n t  a w a y  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i c a l
e t h i c s  i n  a  t i m e  o f  s o c i a l  u p h e a v a l  a n d
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t .   F o c u s i n g  o n
c l i n i c a l ,  b i o m e d i c a l  a n d  p a t i e n t - c e n t e r e d
i s s u e s ,  e x p e r t s  f r o m  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f
d i s c i p l i n e s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a c k l e  i s s u e
t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s  i n t e r e s t .  F o r
H e l l e g e r s ,  b i o e t h i c s  w a s  a n  i d e a l  t e r m  t o
d i s t a n c e  i t s e l f  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i c a l
e t h i c s ,  a s  i t  w a s  i n f o r m e d  b y
p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  l e g a l  e x p e r t s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  p h y s i c i a n s .  

P o t t e r ’ s  b i o e t h i c s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r
h a n d ,  w a s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i s
r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h e  v i e w e d  c a n c e r
b e y o n d  j u s t  t h e  m e d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,
g i v e n  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n
l i f e s t y l e  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H i s
b i o e t h i c s  c e n t e r e d  o n  h u m a n
p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p
b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  s o c i e t y ,
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t
j e o p a r d i z e d  h u m a n i t y  –  p o p u l a t i o n
g r o w t h ,  w a r ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  p o v e r t y ,
v i o l e n c e ,   p o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  n e g a t i v e
i m p a c t s  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n  g e n e r a l .   T h e
f o c u s  o f  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
b i o e t h i c s  w a s  a  l o n g - t e r m  a p p r o a c h
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d
e x i s t e n c e  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  w i t h  l i t t l e
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e .  F o r
P o t t e r ,  t h e  t e r m  b i o e t h i c s ,  m a d e
s e n s e  a s  i t  c o m b i n e d  b i o l o g i c a l
k n o w l e d g e  ( b i o )  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e
o f  h u m a n  v a l u e s  ( e t h i c s ) .  W h i l e  i t  i s
e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  b i o e t h i c s  w e  k n o w
a n d  u s e  i n  h e a l t h  c a r e  h a s  c o m e
f r o m  t h a t  b o r n  a t  t h e  K e n n e d y
I n s t i t u t e ,  P o t t e r ’ s  v e r s i o n  i s  r e -
e m e r g i n g  i n  g l o b a l  h e a l t h  a n d
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  e t h i c s .  

C o n ’ t   n e x t  p a g e . . .

K E N N E D Y  I N S T I T U T E  O F  E T H I C S
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A s  p r o m i s e d  i n  m y  t i t l e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t h i r d ,  a n d  y e t  a g a i n ,  u n r e l a t e d  o r i g i n  o f  t h e
t e r m  b i o e t h i c s .  T h i s  o n e  s t r e t c h e s  a l l  t h e  w a y  b a c k  t o  1 9 2 7  a n d  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a
G e r m a n  t h e o l o g i a n ,  F r i t z  J a h r ,  w h o  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  B i o - e t h i c s :  A
R e v i e w  o f  t h e  E t h i c a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  H u m a n s  t o  A n i m a l s  a n d  P l a n t s .  J a h r
p r o p o s e d  a  B i o e t h i c a l  I m p e r a t i v e ,  e x t e n d i n g  K a n t ’ s  c a t e g o r i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  a l l
f o r m s  o f  l i f e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e m e r g i n g  s c i e n c e  a n d  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n
o f  s o c i e t y .  
I n  t h e  e n d ,  a l l  t h r e e  b i o e t h i c s ,  w h i l e  u n r e l a t e d ,  p r o m o t e  a  g e n e r a l  t h e m e …
e m e r g i n g  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  m o r a l l y  t u r b u l e n t  t i m e s ,  r e q u i r e s
s o c i e t y  t o  d e v e l o p  e t h i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s  t o  r e f l e c t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  o n  t h e  c h o i c e s
c h a n g e  f o r c e s  u p o n  u s .  

E d i t o r ,  D r e w  S m i t h

S o u r c e s :
1 .  T e n  H a v e ,  H . ,  a n d  G o r d i j n ,  B .  ( 2 0 1 4 ) .  G l o b a l  b i o e t h i c s .  I n  H .  t e n  H a v e  a n d  B .
G o r d i j n  ( E d s . ) ,  H a n d b o o k  o f  G l o b a l  B i o e t h i c s  ( p .  3 - 1 3 ) .  S p r i n g e r .
2 .  S a s s ,  H a n s - M a r t i n .  ( 2 0 0 7 ) .  F r i t z  J a h r ’ s  1 9 2 7  c o n c e p t  o f  b i o e t h i c s .  K e n n e d y
I n s t i t u t e  o f  E t h i c s  J o u r n a l .  1 7  ( 4 ) ;  2 7 9 - 9 5 .
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G A T H E R I N G S  2 0 2 5

S P R I N G  M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G

S p r i n g  M e e t i n g  f e a t u r i n g  
D r .  S c o t t  T o m a r

E t h i c s  a n d  D e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

D r .  S c o t t  T o m a r  i s  P r o f e s s o r  a n d
A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  f o r  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d
P u b l i c  S c i e n c e s  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f
D e n t i s t r y .  H e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  P r e s i d e n t
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  P u b l i c
H e a l t h ,  t h e  O r a l  H e a l t h  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P u b l i c
H e a l t h  D e n t i s t r y ,  a n d  t h e  B e h a v i o r a l ,
E p i d e m i o l o g i c  a n d  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s
R e s e a r c h  G r o u p  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  D e n t a l  R e s e a r c h .  D r .
T o m a r  i s  a  f o r m e r  e d i t o r  o f  J o u r n a l  o f
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  D e n t i s t r y  a n d  J o u r n a l  o f
E v i d e n c e - B a s e d  D e n t a l  P r a c t i c e .  H e
s e r v e d  a s  a n  E p i d e m i c  I n t e l l i g e n c e
S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r  i n  t h e  C e n t e r s  f o r
D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C )
a n d  i s  a  D i p l o m a t e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n
B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .
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D r .  T o m a r  o f f e r e d  a t t e n d e e s  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  e t h i c s
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s p e c i a l t y  o f
D e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s .  I t
a p p l i e d  t h e  C o d e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w a t e r
f l u o r i d a t i o n .  L e a r n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  i n c l u d e d :  

D e s c r i b e  t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  s p e c i a l i t y  o f  D e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a n d  c o m p a r e
a n d  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y .
I d e n t i f y  t h e  c o r e  v a l u e s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r a c t i c e ,  a s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  t h e
A P H A  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s .
A p p l y  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  w a t e r
f l u o r i d a t i o n .  



S U M M E R  C E  E V E N T  
F E A T U R I N G  D R .  E L E A N O R  F L E M I N G

U N P A C K I N G  A N D  R E - I M A G I N I N G  D E N T A L  E T H I C S  W I T H  
A N T I - O P P R E S S I V E  A N D  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  P R A X I S

T h i s  c o u r s e  i n v i t e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o
c r i t i c a l l y  r e f l e c t  o n  a n d  r e i m a g i n e
d e n t a l  e t h i c s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e n s  o f  a n t i -
o p p r e s s i v e  a n d  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r a x i s .
D r a w i n g  o n  t w o  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e
p r e s e n t a t i o n  e x p l o r e d  h o w  t r a d i t i o n a l
e t h i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s  i n  d e n t i s t r y  m a y  n o
l o n g e r  m e e t  t h e  c o m p l e x  d e m a n d s  o f
t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ,  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,
m a y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e d u c e
e x i s t i n g  h e a l t h  i n e q u i t i e s .  C o n v e n t i o n a l
d e n t a l  e t h i c s ,  o f t e n  g r o u n d e d  i n  a
l i b e r a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  a n d  s h a p e d  b y
a s s u m p t i o n s  c e n t e r e d  o n  w h i t e n e s s ,  r i s k
r e i n f o r c i n g  s t r u c t u r a l  h i e r a r c h i e s  a n d
b a r r i e r s  t o  c a r e .  T o  b u i l d  a  m o r e
e q u i t a b l e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  o r a l  h e a l t h
s y s t e m ,  a  r e e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e
f o u n d a t i o n a l  i d e a s  i s  b o t h  t i m e l y  a n d
n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  c o u r s e  p r o p o s e d  a n
a l t e r n a t i v e  e t h i c a l  v i s i o n :  o n e  t h a t  i s
a n t i - o p p r e s s i v e ,  p e r s o n -  a n d
c o m m u n i t y - c e n t e r e d ,  a n d  r o o t e d  i n  a
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  o r a l  h e a l t h  a s  a  h u m a n
r i g h t  b e y o n d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l
l i b e r a l  f r a m e w o r k s .  T h e  g o a l  i s  b o t h
c o n c e p t u a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l ,  t o  s u p p o r t  a n
e x a m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  w h i l e
m a k i n g  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i q u e  i s
d i r e c t e d  a t  s y s t e m i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  n o t
i n d i v i d u a l  e t h i c i s t s  o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

 U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h i s  c o u r s e  o f f e r e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
i n q u i r y ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  d i a l o g u e
a s  p a r t  o f  a  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  a d v a n c e  h e a l t h  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  o r a l  h e a l t h
p r o f e s s i o n s .  L e a r n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  i n c l u d e d :  

T h i n k  c r i t i c a l l y  a b o u t  h o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e n t a l  e t h i c s  m a y  b e  t o o  n a r r o w  o r
o u t d a t e d  f o r  t o d a y ’ s  c h a l l e n g e s .
E x a m i n e  w h y  o l d e r  i d e a s  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  m a y  n o t  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  e t h i c a l
c a r e  i n  t o d a y ’ s  d i v e r s e  a n d  c o m p l e x  o r a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s c a p e .
R e f l e c t  o n  h o w  w h i t e ,  E u r o c e n t r i c  i d e a s  h a v e  s h a p e d  d e n t a l  e t h i c s ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r
w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  m o v e  b e y o n d  t h e m .
E x p l o r e  h o w  u s i n g  a n t i - o p p r e s s i v e  a n d  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  a p p r o a c h e s  c a n  h e l p
r e s h a p e  d e n t a l  e t h i c s  t o  b e t t e r  s u p p o r t  h e a l t h  e q u i t y  a n d  j u s t i c e .
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O Z A R - H A S E G A W A  
D E N T A L  E T H I C S  A W A R D

 S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  
A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  F O R  D E N T A L  E T H I C S  

T h e  O z a r - H a s e g a w a  E t h i c s  A w a r d  i s  a n  a n n u a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  n a m e d  a f t e r  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o
m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  d e n t a l
e t h i c s :  P r o f e s s o r  D a v i d  O z a r  ( L o y o l a  U n i v e r s i t y )  a n d  D r .  T h o m a s  H a s e g a w a  J r .  ( B a y l o r
C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t r y ,  d e c e a s e d ) .  

t h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  a  p r e d o c t o r a l ,  g r a d u a t e  d e n t a l ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e ,  o r  g r a d u a t e  d e n t a l
h y g i e n e  s t u d e n t  f o r  a n  e s s a y  o r  c a s e  s t u d y  a d d r e s s i n g  a n  e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i n g
e t h i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  o p e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  C a n a d a ,  a n d
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t w e n t y - t w o  e n t r i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  d e n t a l  s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,
t a c k l i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a s .

T h i s  y e a r s  a w a r d  w i n n e r s  w e r e :  

E l i z a b e t h  G e r s h a t e r ,  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t a l  M e d i c i n e ,  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y
E t h i c a l  c a r e  i s  e x c e l l e n t  C a r e :  E x p l o r i n g  h o w  d e n t i s t s  c a n  a p p r o a c h  t r e a t i n g

v i s u a l l y - i m p a i r e d  p a t i e n t s  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  e t h i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s

K a m y a r  S a r t i p i ,  S c h u l i c h  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  a n d  D e n t i s t r y ,  W e s t e r n
U n i v e r s i t y

A  Y o u n g  D e n t i s t ’ s  C h a l l e n g e  –  U p h o l d i n g  t h e  S o c i a l  C o n t r a c t  i n  a  P r o f i t - D r i v e n
S y s t e m

 

E l i z a b e t h  G e r s h a t e r  w i t h  f a c u l t y  A d v i s o r ,
D r .  D a n a  W o l f

K a m y a r  S a r i p i  w i t h  f a c u l t y  a d v i s o r ,  D r .  D r e w
S m i t h  ( l e f t )  a n d  D e a n  C a r l o s  Q u i n o n e z  ( r i g h t )
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MoralActionandProfessionalism
August 2025 [16]

 
Read Before You Sign
 
The Hippocratic Corpus is a multivolume
collection of medical material assemble from
the 5th through 3rd BCE centuries at a center
on the island of Kos, off the coast of Turkey. 

One of its pages bears the title Hippocratic 
Oath. This is arguably among the “most 
quoted but never read” pieces even written. 

To begin with, “first do no harm” is nowhere in 
the Oath. A good translation of the relevant 
text is "I will follow that system of regimen 
which, according to my ability and judgment, I 
consider for the benefit of my patients and 
abstain from whatever is deleterious and 
mischievous." The focus is on relieving 
patients’ fears and suffering. The example 
that follows immediately is, “I will not 
administer poison.” The Oath was never 
about risk management. The familiar 
primum non nocere is Latin and probably the 
construction of late Middle Ages lawyers. 

Examples that are mentioned as outside the 
approved practice of Hippocratic medicine 
include abortion and surgery. Abortion by 
prescription is specifically forbidden as is all 
surgical treatment. The specific example in 
theOath states: “I will not use the knife, not 
even, verily, on sufferers from stone, but I will 
giveplace to such as are craftsmen therein.” 
Hippocrates might have considered Painless 
Parker as a skilled tooth puller, but he would 
nothave recognized dentists as belonging to 
themedical profession. 

 
Immediately following the appeal for witness
“by Apollo Healer, by Asclepius, by Hygieia,
by Panacea, and by all the gods and
goddesses” there is a clear and firm positive
requirement. “Ipromiseto holdmy teacher
in this art equal to my own parents; to make
him partner in my livelihood; when he is in
need of money to share mine with him.” In
modern terms this might mean being active in
the profession as one’s circumstances permit
and supporting one’s dental school. The ADA
Code of Professional Conduct recognizes an
ethical obligation to “make the results and
benefits of their investigative efforts available
to all.” (3.C). The Hippocratic Oath goes even
further. Charging honoraria for CE
presentations would be unethical. “I will
teach those [who take the Oath] this art, if
they want to learn it, without fee or indenture;
to impart precept, oral instruction, and all
other instruction.”
 
The Goodies:

wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocratic_Oath
“EBP / Shared Decision Making”
11 September Webinar (see attached)

 
This is not a blog. It is a personal invitation to
exchange ideas to build dentistry as a moral
community. Email: dchamber@pacific.edu 

R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  D r .  C h a m b e r s
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CALL FOR PUBLICATIONS

T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s  ( J A C D )
h a s  p u t  o u t  a  c a l l  f o r  p a p e r s  f o r  t h e  S p r i n g  2 0 2 6
P u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d :  

T h e  I n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  E t h i c s  i n  D e n t i s t r y

T h e  J A C D  e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  A C D
i s  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  o n
H u m a n i t i e s  a n d  E t h i c s  i n  D e n t i s t r y  ( N C H E D )  t o  c r e a t e  a
s p e c i a l  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  J o u r n a l  t h a t  i s  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e
m i s s i o n s  o f  t h e  N C H E D  a n d  A C D .  T h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a i m s
t o  p r o v i d e  u n i q u e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
r e f l e c t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  t e a c h i n g  o n  e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  i n
d e n t i s t r y .  I t  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  u s i n g  t h e  a r t s
a n d  h u m a n i t i e s  t o  i m p r o v e  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e ,  r e s e a r c h ,
p o l i c y ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  w i l l  d e l v e  i n t o
t h e  h u m a n  s i d e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e n s  o f  t h e
h u m a n i t i e s  a n d  e t h i c s .  W e  w e l c o m e  f u l l - l e n g t h
m a n u s c r i p t s  a d d r e s s i n g  e t h i c a l  a n d  h u m a n i t i e s - b a s e d
a p p r o a c h e s  t o  d e n t i s t r y  a n d  r e l a t e d  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s .
S u b m i s s i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t
h t t p s : / / w w w . a c d . o r g / c o m m u n i c a t i o n s / j a c d / .

D r .  T o n i  R o u k a ,  E d i t o r  J A C D
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F O C U S  O N  P H I L O S O P H E R S
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C o n f u c i u s  a n d  t h e  O r i g i n s  o f  C o n f u c i a n i s m
C o n f u c i u s  ( 5 5 1 – 4 7 9  B C E ) ,  b o r n  K ’ u n g  C h ’ i u  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L u  ( m o d e r n - d a y  S h a n d o n g
P r o v i n c e ,  C h i n a ) ,  w a s  a  p h i l o s o p h e r  a n d  t e a c h e r  w h o s e  i d e a s  p r o f o u n d l y  s h a p e d  E a s t
A s i a n  t h o u g h t .  L i v i n g  d u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l  k n o w n  a s  t h e  S p r i n g  a n d  A u t u m n
e r a ,  C o n f u c i u s  s o u g h t  t o  r e s t o r e  s o c i a l  h a r m o n y  t h r o u g h  m o r a l  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  e t h i c a l
g o v e r n a n c e .  W h i l e  h e  d i d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  s e n s e ,  h i s  t e a c h i n g s  w e r e
l a t e r  c o m p i l e d  b y  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  i n  t h e  A n a l e c t s ,  w h i c h  f o r m  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f
C o n f u c i a n i s m .  O v e r  c e n t u r i e s ,  C o n f u c i a n i s m  e v o l v e d  i n t o  b o t h  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s y s t e m  a n d
a  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  C h i n a ,  K o r e a ,  J a p a n ,  a n d  V i e t n a m  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  p o l i t i c s ,
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  f a m i l y  l i f e  ( Y a o ,  2 0 0 0 ;  A u d i ,  1 9 9 9 ) .

C o r e  T e a c h i n g s  o f  C o n f u c i a n i s m
A t  i t s  h e a r t ,  C o n f u c i a n i s m  e m p h a s i z e s  e t h i c a l  b e h a v i o r ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i e r a r c h y ,  c o n c e r n
f o r  a l l  l i v i n g  t h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e .  K e y  c o n c e p t s  i n c l u d e  r e n  ( b e n e v o l e n c e
o r  h u m a n e n e s s ) ,  l i  ( r i t u a l  p r o p r i e t y ) ,  y i  ( r i g h t e o u s n e s s ) ,  a n d  x i a o  ( f i l i a l  p i e t y ) .  T o g e t h e r ,
t h e s e  v a l u e s  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  f o r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  c i v i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
C o n f u c i u s  t a u g h t  t h a t  a  w e l l - o r d e r e d  s o c i e t y  d e p e n d s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  p r a c t i c i n g  s e l f -
d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  m o r a l  r e c t i t u d e .  L e a d e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e r e  u r g e d  t o  g o v e r n  b y  v i r t u e
r a t h e r  t h a n  c o e r c i o n .  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  w e r e  a l s o  c e n t r a l ,  a s
C o n f u c i u s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m o r a l  e x c e l l e n c e  w a s  a t t a i n a b l e  t h r o u g h  l e a r n i n g  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n
( F i n g a r e t t e ,  1 9 9 8 ) .

C o n f u c i a n i s m  i n  t h e  M o d e r n  W o r l d
C o n f u c i a n  v a l u e s  r e m a i n  i n f l u e n t i a l  t o d a y ,  s h a p i n g  c u l t u r a l  n o r m s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s
a c r o s s  E a s t  A s i a .  R e s p e c t  f o r  e l d e r s ,  e m p h a s i s  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  p l a c e d  o n
h a r m o n i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  e n d u r i n g  l e g a c i e s  o f  C o n f u c i a n  t h o u g h t .  G l o b a l l y ,  e l e m e n t s
o f  C o n f u c i a n i s m  a l i g n  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n c e r n s  s u c h  a s  e t h i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  s o c i a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  a n d  s o c i e t a l  d u t i e s  ( T u ,  2 0 1 0 ) .
C o n f u c i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  a l s o  r e s o n a t e  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o d e s  o f  e t h i c s ,  p r o v i d i n g  f r a m e w o r k s
f o r  i n t e g r i t y ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  C o n f u c i a n  i d e a s  o f  v i r t u e  a n d  r e l a t i o n a l
h a r m o n y  c a n  i n s p i r e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  e t h i c s .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  D e n t i s t r y
C o n f u c i a n i s m ’ s  f o c u s  o n  r e l a t i o n a l  e t h i c s  h a s  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  d e n t i s t r y .  T h e
p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e n  u n d e r s c o r e s  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  d e n t i s t s  t o
p r i o r i t i z e  p a t i e n t s ’  w e l l - b e i n g  b e y o n d  t e c h n i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  L i  i n s p i r e s  r e s p e c t  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  d e n t i s t - p a t i e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t r u s t  a n d
d i g n i t y  i n  c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g s .  X i a o ,  o r  f i l i a l  p i e t y  ( r e s p e c t  f o r  e l d e r s ) ,  c a n  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o
r e s p e c t i n g  f a m i l i e s ’  c o n c e r n s  i n  t r e a t m e n t  d e c i s i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c u l t u r e s  w h e r e  f a m i l y
p l a y s  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  h e a l t h c a r e  c h o i c e s  ( c o n s i d e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i v i s m ) .   C o n f u c i u s ’
e m p h a s i s  o n  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g  a l i g n s  w i t h  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  r e m i n d i n g  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t h a t  e t h i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e  r e q u i r e s
o n g o i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  w a y ,  C o n f u c i a n i s m  e n r i c h e s  t h e  e t h i c a l
f r a m e w o r k  o f  d e n t i s t r y  b y  l i n k i n g  t e c h n i c a l  c o m p e t e n c e  w i t h  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

R e f e r e n c e s
A u d i ,  R .  ( 1 9 9 9 ) .  T h e  c a m b r i d g e  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  2  e d .  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y :  C a m b r i d g e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

n d

F i n g a r e t t e ,  H .  ( 1 9 9 8 ) .  C o n f u c i u s :  T h e  s e c u l a r  a s  s a c r e d .  P r o s p e c t  H e i g h t s ,  I L :  W a v e l a n d
P r e s s .
T u ,  W .  M .  ( 2 0 1 0 ) .  C o n f u c i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  E a s t  A s i a n  m o d e r n i t y :  M o r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
e c o n o m i c  c u l t u r e  i n  J a p a n  a n d  t h e  f o u r  m i n i - d r a g o n s .  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
Y a o ,  X .  ( 2 0 0 0 ) .  A n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C o n f u c i a n i s m .  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
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1 ) O c t o b e r  2 0 2 4  -  A S D E  m e m b e r s  P a m  Z a r k o w s k i ,  C a r l o s  S m i t h  a n d  J o s h  B u s s a r d
p r e s e n t s  t h e  s p e c i a l  e t h i c s  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  A C D  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  a n d  C o n v o c a t i o n
i n  N e w  O r l e a n s  L A  e n t i t l e d ,  “ U n p a c k i n g  t h e  A C D  H a n d b o o k  f o r  D e n t i s t r y . ”  I n
a d d i t i o n  t o  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  n e w l y  r e v i s e d  h a n d b o o k ,  t h e  c o u r s e  a l s o  e n g a g e d
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  c a s e  s t u d i e s  u s i n g  t h e  A C D  C o r e  V a l u e s  a n d  l e d  t h e m  i n
d e v e l o p i n g  p e r s o n a l  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  p r a c t i c e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  u s i n g  t h e  A C D
C o r e  V a l u e s  f r o m  t h e  H a n d b o o k .  

2 )  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 5  –  A P P E  3 5 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g ,  N o r f o l k ,  V A  A t  t h e
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P r a c t i c a l  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E t h i c s  ( A P P E )  3 5 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
M e e t i n g ,  A S D E  w a s  p r o u d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  B r a n d o n  A m b r o s i n o ,  C a r l o s  S m i t h ,
a n d  D e n i s e  M c K i n n e y .  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t i t l e d  “ U n i n t e n d e d
O u t c o m e s :  E t h i c a l  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  D e n t i s t r y , ”  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
c o m p l e x  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a s  f a c e d  i n  c l i n i c a l  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e .

3 ) M a r c h  2 0 2 5  –  A D E A  A n n u a l  S e s s i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  H a r b o r ,  M D  P a m e l a  Z a r k o w s k i  a n d
C a r l o s  S m i t h  l e d  a  p r o g r a m  e n t i t l e d  “ T e a c h i n g  E t h i c s  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m :
R e I m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  U p d a t e s  f o r  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  P r a c t i c e . ”  A  c e n t r a l  t h e m e  w a s  t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v i s e d  A C D  E t h i c s  H a n d b o o k  f o r  D e n t i s t r y  t o  a n  a u d i e n c e  o f
d e n t a l  e d u c a t o r s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  k e y  u p d a t e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  c o n t e m p o r a r y
e t h i c s  i n s t r u c t i o n .

4 ) A p r i l  2 4 ,  2 0 2 5  –  C a r e Q u e s t  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  O r a l  H e a l t h  W e b i n a r  w i t h  P a m e l a
Z a r k o w s k i  a n d  C a r l o s  S m i t h  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e  C a r e Q u e s t  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  O r a l
H e a l t h  t o  p r e s e n t  a  n a t i o n a l  w e b i n a r  t i t l e d  “ D e n t a l  E t h i c s :  N a v i g a t i n g  D i l e m m a s
a n d  E n s u r i n g  W e l l - B e i n g  i n  D a i l y  P r a c t i c e . ”  T h i s  e n g a g i n g  s e s s i o n  a d d r e s s e d
p r a c t i c a l  e t h i c a l  s c e n a r i o s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  e m p h a s i z e d
c l i n i c i a n  w e l l - b e i n g .  h t t p s : / / w w w . c a r e q u e s t . o r g / e d u c a t i o n / w e b i n a r s / d e n t a l -
e t h i c s - n a v i g a t i n g - d i l e m m a s - a n d - e n s u r i n g - w e l l - b e i n g - d a i l y - p r a c t i c e

5 ) M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 5  –  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C e n t e r  f o r  B i o e t h i c s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s
N a n e t t e  E l s t e r  c o - p r e s e n t e d  a  s e s s i o n  t i t l e d  “ S y n t h e s i z i n g  S u p p o r t e d  D e c i s i o n -
M a k i n g ,  S u p p o r t e d  E n g a g e m e n t  a n d  G r e a t e r  A u t o n o m y  f o r  A u t i s t i c  a n d
N e u r o d i v e r g e n t  I n d i v i d u a l s . ”  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  h i g h l i g h t e d  e t h i c a l  f r a m e w o r k s
f o r  e n h a n c i n g  a u t o n o m y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  i n  c l i n i c a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  c o n t e x t s .

6 ) M a y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 5  –  N e w  E n g l a n d  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s
( V i r t u a l  S e s s i o n )  C a t h e r i n e  S a r k i s  a n d  K a t h r y n  R a g a l i s  p r e s e n t e d  “ T h e  T r u t h
A b o u t  V e r a c i t y , ”  a  v i r t u a l  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  e t h i c a l
p r i n c i p l e  o f  t r u t h f u l n e s s  i n  d e n t i s t r y .  T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  N e w
E n g l a n d  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s  a n d  d r e w  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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7 ) M a y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  –  A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s ,  M e t r o  W a s h i n g t o n  S e c t i o n  a n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t i s t s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  C h a p t e r  C a r l o s  S m i t h
p r e s e n t e d  “ T h e  E t h i c s  o f  C o u r a g e o u s  L e a d e r s h i p , ”  a  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m  e x p l o r i n g  e t h i c s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  c o u r a g e  a n d  w e l l b e i n g .
T h e  s e s s i o n  a l s o  f o c u s e d  o n  e m p a t h y  a s  i n t e g r a l  t o  c o u r a g e o u s  l e a d e r s h i p .

8 ) J u n e  6 ,  2 0 2 5  –  1 0 6 t h  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y  C a r l o s
S m i t h  p r e s e n t e d  “ N a v i g a t i n g  E t h i c a l  D i l e m m a s  a n d  t h e  E t h i c a l  D i m e n s i o n  o f
W e l l b e i n g  i n  D e n t a l  P r a c t i c e , ”  a  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  e x p l o r i n g
w e l l b e i n g  a s  c e n t r a l  t o  e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  s e s s i o n  a l s o  f o c u s e d  o n  m i t i g a t i n g
r a c i s m  i n  h e a l t h c a r e .

9 ) T h e  J u n e  2 0 2 5  i s s u e  o f  A G D  I m p a c t  i n c l u d e d  a n  a r t i c l e  b y  T e r r y  H o f f e l d
e n t i t l e d ,  “ P r a c t i c e - B a s e d  D e n t a l  R e s e a r c h :  H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  E t h i c a l
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s . ”

1 0 ) T h e  S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e  o f  A G D  I m p a c t  i n c l u d e d  a n  a r t i c l e  b y  C a r l o s  S m i t h
e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  E t h i c s  o f  W e l l - B e i n g  —  A  R e i m a g i n e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m . ”
h t t p s : / / i s s u u . c o m / a g d d e n t i s t / d o c s / a g d _ i m p a c t _ s e p t e m b e r _ 2 0 2 5 / s / 1 1 2 2 1 2 4 8 0
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2 0 2 5  S U M M E R  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y
T h e  A S D E  h e l d  i t s  a n n u a l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  u s i n g  a  h y b r i d  i n - p e r s o n / v i r t u a l
f o r m a t .  A t t e n d e e s  i n c l u d e d  o u r  A S D E  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  c o m m i t t e e
m e m b e r s ,  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  a n d  e v e n  o n e  s t u d e n t  f r o m
V C U .  

 F o u r  K e y  D o m a i n s  w e r e  R e v i e w e d :

P r o g r a m m i n g  P r i o r i t i e s :  T h e  b o a r d  e m p h a s i z e d  d e v e l o p i n g  C E  c o n t e n t  f o c u s e d
o n  o r a l  h e a l t h  j u s t i c e ,  d i s a b i l i t y  e q u i t y ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s .  I d e a s
i n c l u d e d  “ e t h i c s  i n  a  b o x ”  l e c t u r e s ,  c o - b r a n d i n g  w i t h  A C D ,  a n d  c r e a t i n g
o f f e r i n g s  f o r  r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s  a n d  p e e r  r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e s .

M e m b e r s h i p  S t r a t e g y :  T h e  g r o u p  d i s c u s s e d  e x p a n d i n g  o u t r e a c h  t o  d e n t a l
e d u c a t o r s ,  s t u d e n t s  ( M P H ,  b i o e t h i c s ) ,  a n d  h y g i e n i s t s .  S u g g e s t i o n s  i n c l u d e d
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e m b e r s h i p  m o d e l s ,  c l e a r e r  w e b s i t e  a c c e s s ,  a n d  t a r g e t e d
e n g a g e m e n t  t h r o u g h  w e b i n a r s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .

O p e r a t i o n a l  I n i t i a t i v e s :  A c t i o n  i t e m s  i n c l u d e d  r e v i s i t i n g  b y l a w s ,  l a u n c h i n g  a
s p e a k e r s  b u r e a u ,  c o n d u c t i n g  a  f u l l  S W A T  a n a l y s i s ,  o f f e r i n g  m o r e  h y b r i d  a n d
o n l i n e  w e b i n a r  c o n t e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n t i n u i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  A C D  s u c h  a s
t h e  s p e c i a l  e t h i c s  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  A C D  C o n v o c a t i o n / M e e t i n g .  A  t a b l e  a t
t h e  A C D  c o n v e n t i o n ,  A S D E  b u s i n e s s  c a r d s ,  a n d  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  m e d i a
p r e s e n c e  w e r e  a l l  p r o p o s e d  t o  b o o s t  v i s i b i l i t y .

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  F o c u s  A r e a s :  T h e  b o a r d  p r o p o s e d  q u a r t e r l y  c o m m u n i t y
e n g a g e m e n t ,  e t h i c s  e d u c a t i o n  p a r t n e r s h i p s  ( w i t h  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  A D E A  a n d
A P H C ) ,  a n d  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o g r a m m i n g .  C u r r i c u l a r  t o p i c s  l i k e  c o n s e n t  a n d
c a p a c i t y  a c r o s s  t h e  l i f e s p a n  w e r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  a s  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n
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O c c a m ’ s  R a z o r ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h
F r a n c i s c a n  f r i a r  a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r  W i l l i a m  o f  O c k h a m ,  i s  a
p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s  a  b i a s  t o w a r d s  s i m p l i c i t y  i n
r e a s o n i n g .  A l s o  k n o w n  a s  t h e  P r i n c i p l e  o f  P a r s i m o n y ,  i t  i s
o f t e n  c i t e d  a s  e n t i a  n o n  s u l t  m u l t i p l a c a n d a p r a e t e r
n e c e s s i t a t u m  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  e n t i t i e s  m u s t  n o t  b e
m u l t i p l i e d  b e y o n d  n e c e s s i t y .  A t  i t s  c o r e ,  t h e  i d e a  i s  t h a t
w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  c o m p e t i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  a  p h e n o m e n o n ,
o n e  s h o u l d  f a v o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h e  f e w e s t
a s s u m p t i o n s .  W h i l e  o r i g i n a l l y  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e o l o g y  a n d
p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  a d o p t e d  i n
s c i e n c e ,  m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  e t h i c s  a s  a  g u i d i n g  t o o l  f o r  c l e a r
t h i n k i n g  a n d  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  ( M a u r e r ,  1 9 8 4 ) .

I n  h e a l t h c a r e ,  O c k h a m ’ s  R a z o r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t
b e c a u s e  c l i n i c i a n s  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r  c o m p l e x  c a s e s  w i t h
m u l t i p l e  p o t e n t i a l  c a u s e s .  A p p l y i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  r e m i n d s
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s i m p l e s t ,  m o s t
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  e x p l a n a t i o n  b e f o r e  p u r s u i n g  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e
h y p o t h e s e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  c o m m o n  c l i n i c a l  a d a g e — “ w h e n
y o u  h e a r  h o o f b e a t s ,  t h i n k  h o r s e s ,  n o t  z e b r a s ” — r e f l e c t s  t h i s
a p p r o a c h .  B y  s t r e a m l i n i n g  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  O c k h a m ’ s  R a z o r
c a n  h e l p  r e d u c e  u n n e c e s s a r y  t e s t s ,  a v o i d  o v e r -
c o m p l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  p a t i e n t - c e n t e r e d  c a r e  .  C a u t i o n
s h o u l d  b e  e x e r c i s e d  h o w e v e r ,  O c c a m ’ s  R a z o r  i s  a  h e u r i s t i c
r a t h e r  t h a n  l a w ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  c a n  a l s o  b e  g i v e n  t o
H i c k a m ’ s  D i c t u m  w h e n  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  i n  t h e  c l i n i c ,  w h e r e
w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  c o m p l e x i t y  i s  c o m m o n  i n  m a n y  o f  o u r
p a t i e n t s  w h o  h a v e  m u l t i p l e  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s  ( T h o r n t o n ,
2 0 1 0 ) .  

F o r  d e n t i s t r y  a n d  d e n t a l  e t h i c s ,  O c c a m ’ s  R a z o r  o f f e r s  a  u s e f u l  r e m i n d e r :
e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f t e n  h a v e  c l e a r ,  p r i n c i p l e d
s o l u t i o n s ,  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y  i n i t i a l l y  a p p e a r  c o m p l i c a t e d .  R a t h e r  t h a n
o v e r b u r d e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h  l a y e r s  o f  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o r  e x t r a n e o u s
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s ,  c l i n i c i a n s  c a n  l e a n  o n  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  e t h i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t s
s u c h  a s  b e n e f i c e n c e ,  n o n m a l e f i c e n c e ,  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  p a t i e n t  a u t o n o m y  d r a w n
f r o m  t h e  c o m m o n  m o r a l i t y  a n d  f o u n d  i n  t h e  m i d - l e v e l  e t h i c a l  m o d e l ,
p r i n c i p l i s m .  ( B e a u c h a m p  &  C h i l d r e s s ,  2 0 1 9 ) .

E d i t o r ,  D r e w  S m i t h

S o u r c e s

B e a u c h a m p ,  T .  L . ,  &  C h i l d r e s s ,  J .  F .  ( 2 0 1 9 ) .  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  b i o m e d i c a l  e t h i c s
( 8 t h  e d . ) .  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
M a u r e r ,  A .  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  W i l l i a m  o f  O c k h a m .  I n  N .  K r e t z m a n n ,  A .  K e n n y ,  &  J .  P i n b o r g
( E d s . ) ,  T h e  C a m b r i d g e  h i s t o r y  o f  l a t e r  m e d i e v a l  p h i l o s o p h y  ( p p .  6 0 0 – 6 1 2 ) .
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
T h o r n t o n ,  T .  ( 2 0 1 0 ) .  O c k h a m ’ s  r a z o r  a n d  c l i n i c a l  r e a s o n i n g .  J o u r n a l  o f
E v a l u a t i o n  i n  C l i n i c a l  P r a c t i c e ,  1 6 ( 2 ) ,  3 9 8 – 4 0 0 .  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 1 1 1 / j . 1 3 6 5 -
2 7 5 3 . 2 0 1 0 . 0 1 4 4 1 . x
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E T H I C S  W O R D  O F  T H E  D A Y
E i n f ϋ h l u n g
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T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  E i n f ϋ h l u n g ,  e m p a t h y  i n  E n g l i s h ,
w a s  f i r s t  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  G e r m a n  p h i l o s o p h e r
T h e o d o r  L i p p s  ( 1 8 5 1 - 1 9 1 4 ) ,  w h o  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i t
a s  a n  i n v o l u n t a r y  i n n e r  i m i t a t i o n ,  w h e r e  o n e
i d e n t i f i e s  t h r o u g h  f e e l i n g  w i t h  t h e  m o v e m e n t s
a n d  t h o u g h t s  o f  a n o t h e r .  E m p a t h y  d i f f e r s  f r o m
s y m p a t h y  ( w h e r e  o n e ’ s  i d e n t i t y  i s  p r e s e r v e d )  i n
t h a t  o n e  t e n d s  t o  l o s e  o n e s e l f  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  w h i l e
b o t h  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  c o m p a s s i o n ,
o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  f o c a l  v i r t u e s  f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

W e l l ,  t h a t ’ s  a  w r a p  f o r  m y  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  A S D E  N e w s l e t t e r .  A s
y o u  c a n  s e e ,  a  n e w  f o r m a t  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  a n d  s o m e  n e w  s e c t i o n s
h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d .  N o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t
t h e  p a t i e n t  g u i d a n c e  o f  o u r  o u t g o i n g  A S D E  N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r ,
P h y l l i s  B e e m s t e r b o e r  ( w h o  c o n t i n u e s  s e r v i n g  a s  o u r  T r e a s u r e r ) ,
w h o  d i d  a n  a m a z i n g  j o b  k e e p i n g  u s  a l l  u p d a t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I  p l a n  t o
a d d  m o r e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  n e w  i d e a s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  I ’ m  a l w a y s  o p e n
t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  o u r  m e m b e r s .  A s  a  r e l a t i v e  n e w c o m e r  t o  t h e
A S D E  B o a r d ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  s o  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  b e i n g  c a r r i e d
o u t  b y  A S D E .  A s  w e  a l l  k n o w ,  e t h i c s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a r e  o f t e n
n o t  a s  g l a m o u r o u s  a s  s o m e  o t h e r  t o p i c s  i n  d e n t i s t r y ,  b u t  i t  i s
n e e d e d  n o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  a s  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  f a c e s  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g
c h a l l e n g e s  f r o m  b o t h  e x t e r n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a l  f o r c e s .  A s  n o t e d  i n  m y
s h o r t  e s s a y  o n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  t e r m  b i o e t h i c s ,  e t h i c s  a l w a y s
s e e m s  t o  r i s e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  p r e s e n t s  i t  w i t h ,  a n d
w e  a t  A S D E ,  b o a r d  a n d  g e n e r a l  m e m b e r s  a l i k e ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
a n s w e r  t h e  b e l l .

D r e w  S m i t h

“ W e  a r e  w h a t  w e  r e p e a t e d l y  d o .  E x c e l l e n c e ,  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  a n  a c t ,  b u t
a  h a b i t . ”

- F R O M  W I L L  D U R A N T ,  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y ,  1 9 2 6

R e f e r e n c e s
A u d i ,  R .  ( 1 9 9 9 ) .  T h e  C a m b r i d g e  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  2  e d .  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s sn d

B e a u c h a m p ,  T .  L . ,  &  C h i l d r e s s ,  J .  F .  ( 2 0 1 9 ) .  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  b i o m e d i c a l  e t h i c s  ( 8 t h  e d . ) .  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .
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D e t a i l s  o n  n e x t  p a g e . . . .



 

The Truth About Veracity
 A CE Course at the AmericanCollegeofDentists2025Annual

Meeting and Convocation

In today’s world, the concept of truth is
increasingly challenged. While many view
truth-telling as a core personal value, they
must also navigate a landscape filled with
disinformation and mistrust. Even those
whose professions depend on truth—such as
practitioners, educators, and researchers—
are sometimes accused of being untruthful.
This course explores veracity as a foundational
ethical principle in dentistry. Truthfulness
influences relationships with patients,
colleagues, students, staff, family, and
friends. Through interactive discussions
and case-based analysis, participants will
examine the meaning and importance
of veracity in both professional and
personal contexts, with a focus on the
responsibilities of healthcare professionals.
Course Objectives:
• Understand the impact of veracity in
professional and personal contexts.
• Identify ethical dilemmas and challenges
related to truth-telling in dental practice
• Apply the principle of veracity in
everyday interactions with patients,
colleagues, and others.
• Develop effectivestrategies

for maintaining truthfulnessin
difficult conversations.

Catherine Frankl
Sarkis, JD, MBA

Carlos Smith, DDS,
MDiv, FACD

Pamela Zarkowski,
JD, MPH, FACD
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